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LAND USE PLANS ARE LIKE CROCODILES 

-  earliest periods of planning legislation

-  adapted successfully until now

-  ENDANGERED because of drastic 

changes in contextual factors
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1.  planners and policy makers have blind faith 
in power of land use plans



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Land use plans are often 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
considered as universal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
solution of each planning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
process. 
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LAND USE PLANS ARE ENDANGERED


2.  formal overload of land use plans with 
sectoral policy goals makes them obese
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3.  sensitivity of individuals for interference of 
government in property rights has grown. 
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1.  Universal solution

2.  Overload

3.  Property rights 




 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
makes the land use 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
plans vulnerable for 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
judicial procedures.
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SAVE THE LAND USE PLANS  

 

DRASTIC SANITATION OF CONTEXT in which 
land use plans are expected to operate:




crocodiles need a specific climate


=

land use plans can only survive within the 

right societal and political context
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"
SANITATION OF CONTEXTUAL ASPECTS 

1.  Land use plans should be recognised as 
legal documents




-  their role was and still is to offer a legally certain 

framework for building permits

-  they shouldn’t be expected to be strategic 

instruments
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SANITATION OF CONTEXTUAL ASPECTS




2.  Sectoral policies should develop their own 

territorial policy instruments 


-  stakeholders of a strategic planning process should 
consider the wide range of instruments


-  they should implement the most appropriate 
planning instrument, instead of automatically opting 
for a land use plan
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SANITATION OF CONTEXTUAL ASPECTS




3.  The overall package of measures at the 

end of a planning process should get a 
more explicit (legal) status



This package should become the nexus in tuning 
planning policy goals with other (sectoral) policy goals. 
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SAVE THE LAND USE PLANS  

 

We are convinced land use plans have still an 
optimistic and meaningful life expectancy

if they are strictly used for the purposes they 
were generated for originally



… and also keep adapting 
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THANK YOU 

more information: Hans.Leinfelder@kuleuven.be


marjolijn@voorland.be






