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Agenda

• Information: ÖROK – Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning

• Background: ÖROKs Spatial Monitoring System

• Main Business: ÖROK Atlas www.oerok‐atlas.at 
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Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning (Österreichische 
Raumordnungskonferenz, ÖROK)

 Fundation: 1971 – informal, but high‐level steady conference
 Members (each of them stakeholders in Austrian (spatial) policy
 Federal chancellery
 Federal ministries
 Länder (provinces)
 Association of Cities and Towns, 
 Association of Municipalities
 economic and social partners

 Organization: 
 political board
 several administrative sub‐commities & working groups

 Main Tasks: Coordination of spatial planning and regional policy
among the different governmental levels in Austria
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ÖROK: Organisation & Products
• Corner Points: Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning 

– Political agreement, no legal entity 
– Both political and administrative representation
– Several committees and working groups, supported by ÖROK‐office
– Basis: internal rules and regulations (Geschäftsordnung) 

• Main Tasks & Products:
– Coordination of measures with spatial impact & regional policy
– Preparation of “Austrian Spatial Development Concept” (ÖREK)
– Information‐exchange & knowledge‐transfer
– Research (Studies on issues of spatial relevance) 
– Policy recommendations
– Information & Publicity (Atlas, Reports, ...)
– Spatial Monitoring – see www.oerok‐atlas.at 
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Spatial monitoring at ÖROK (I)
• Spatial monitoring as ongoing process since the beginning
• Tools: 

– maps (hardcopy)
– spatial develpoment reports (periodicity of 3 years)
– ÖROK‐Atlas since 1984 (hardcopy, online)

• Targets: 
– monitor spatial development
– analyze developments by looking at key indicators (themes e.g. 

population, mobility, accessibility, economy, use of ressources,…)
– deduct policy recommendations
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Spatial monitoring at ÖROK (II)
• Main tool: ÖROK‐Atlas 

– great variety of different thematic maps
– Levels: Länder, Bezirke, Gemeinden (NUTS 1, NUTS 3, LAU 2)

• Milestones: print online & print online  relaunch online
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Relaunch of ÖROK‐Atlas & spatial monitoring system

• 2011 & 2012: relaunch of the system and tools
• Reasons: 

– new spatial development concept as strategic framework: „Austrian 
Spatial Development Concept 2011“ (ÖREK 2011)

– resolution to design a new spatial monitoring system on basis of the
spatial development concept 2011

– aim to biuld a valid and more systematic basis for spatial monitoring: 
• pre‐defined indicators and updates,…
• systematic monitoring and observation of indicators

– technical possibilities, need to update ÖROK‐Atlas online
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Basic principles of the new monitoring system
• New approach – see: www.oerok‐atlas.at 

– Spatial monitoring in coherence with principles, aims and actions of
the austrian develpoment concept 2011  ‐ strategic matching

– Pre defined and criteria‐based set of indicators – systematic analysis
of spatial development

– Focus existing tools – establish synergies
• ÖROK‐Atlas
• Spatial development report
• Work of subcommittees and working groups
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What is going to be observed – thematic fields/indicators

• Spatial distribution:
– Population & households
– Economic power 
– Standard of life
– Quality of supplies

(Versorgungsstandard)

• Spatial relation:
– Migration & commuting
– Accessibility
– Economic linkages
– Infrastructure & housing

development

• Spatial potentials:
– Economic structures
– Potential of research
– Working power
– Quality  of location
– Potential of accessibility

• Spatial capacitiy:
– Land use
– Settlements, residental zones
– Mobility
– Energy system
– Ecological damage
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Relaunch ÖROK‐Atlas

Team:
• ÖROK‐working group on „spatial monitoring“
• University of Vienna: Karel Kriz, Alexander Pucher
• ÖIR‐Projekthaus: Cornelia Krajasits, Iris Wach
• Rosinak & Partner: Helmut Hiess 
• ÖROK‐office: Elisabeth Stix
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Thank you very much for your attention!
Contact:

Elisabeth Stix
Geschäftsstelle der Österreichischen Raumordnungskonferenz
Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning
Ballhausplatz 1, 1014 Wien
E‐Mail: stix@oerok.gv.at 
WWW: www.oerok.gv.at; www.oerok‐atlas.at 

Alexander Pucher
Universität Wien/University of Vienna
alexander.pucher@univie.ac.at 


